
 
 

 
 

 
 
Breaking Barriers! Welcome to the 2010-2011 FBLA year! The state officers and I look forward to helping 
you and your chapters “break barriers” through our state program of work and activities. Let us know 
how we can assist you. 
 
New Website Design. The Nebraska FBLA website underwent a redesign during the 2009-2010 school 
year with the new design unveiled in late July. A new feature of the website is the Adviser Area, which is 
password protected. The password is fbla2010.  
 
Theme and Logo. The theme for this year is Breaking Barriers, and you can find the Nebraska FBLA logo 
for the theme on the Nebraska FBLA website under the Resources tab, Library link: 
http://nebraskafbla.org/resources/library. All chapters have permission to use the logo on recruitment 
documents, t-shirts and publications. 
 
State Goals. The state officer team has been working throughout the summer to develop a strong 
program of work for the year. Reading literacy is a new goal for this year. You can access the state goals at 
the Resources, Library link: http://nebraskafbla.org/resources/library. 
 
Nebraska FBLA Facebook Group. Have you joined the Nebraska FBLA Facebook group? All advisers and 
members are welcome to join. Josiah Hood, State Vice President, administers the group and looks 
forward to sharing information with your members. Please spread the word and invite your chapter 
officers and members to join in the fun! 
 
Success in Nashville. Mother Nature attempted to prevent the 2010 NLC from happening in Nashville. 
However, through the amazing work of the national staff, the conference was redesigned in 60 days and 
went off without a hitch. The Best Western wasn’t a Hyatt but the accommodations didn’t stop Nebraska 
FBLA from having a great time—including duct taping a member to a chair to raise funds for the March of 
Dimes!  
 
Nebraska members earned 2 first-place awards in Future Business Leader and Parliamentary Procedure. In 
total, Nebraska members received 28 top 10 awards earning $6,700 in cash awards! Full details can be found 
on the Nebraska FBLA website in the news section at http://www.nebraskafbla.org. Congratulations to our 
members, chapters and advisers! 
 
NLC Event Rating Sheets. The NLC rating sheets for the competitive events will be included in your 
chapter’s FLC registration packet. 
 
Adviser Wall of Fame. Congratulations to the following advisers for being recognized as members of the 
national Adviser Wall of Fame: Pat Olson, Blair; Peggy Parker, Dundy County Stratton and Lisa Newton-
Hanson, Neligh-Oakdale! 
 
Commissioner’s Recognition for Student Excellence in Career Education. First-, second- and third-place 
NLC winners will be recognized at the 13th Annual Commissioner’s Recognition for Student Excellence in 
Career Education on Monday, November 22. Advisers of winners will receive more information about the 
recognition ceremony through email. 
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Adviser Training. Mark your calendars for June 7, 2011, when FBLA advisers (as well as all CSO advisers), 
are invited to attend a one-day workshop led by Dr. Tim Elmore, who was the keynote speaker at the 
2010 NCE Conference. You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn strategies to develop student 
leadership in your chapter officers and members. Save the date now and watch for more details 
throughout the year. 
 
Nebraska MADD Says Thanks! For ten years Nebraska FBLA partnered with Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) by raising funds for the organization. Three years ago Nebraska FBLA discontinued the 
statewide fundraising efforts to focus on our new FBLA Foundation. Although MADD will no longer 
provide the Eisenhauer Award, Simera Reynolds, Executive Director, appreciates the support from 
Nebraska FBLA. She writes, “Please know how much FBLA has done to sustain MADD in the late 90’s and 
early 2000’s. FBLA still remains our single largest donation check to ever be received while I have been 
executive director. That says a lot about your advisers, board and youth—again thank you so very much!” 
 
Board of Directors’ Retreat. Based on last spring’s election, Susan Seeman, Stanton and Jane Blum, Minden, 
joined the FBLA Board of Directors to serve three-year terms. The Board spent 2 ½ days in June developing a 
3-year Action Plan and planning for the 2010-11 school year. The Action Plan is available in the Resources, 
Library section of the website. Details will be shared at the Fall Leadership Conference (FLC). 
 
Nebraska FBLA Foundation Success. Thanks, Nebraska FBLA, for the support of the Foundation! The 
Foundation closed its third year with $64,000—including over $9,300 donated from chapters and over 
$5,300 provided through membership dues! Two $50 NLC stipends were provided to NLC competitors 
from the interest earned on the funds.  
  

FLC Workshops. The Marketing Committee for the Nebraska FBLA Foundation looks forward to 
presenting adviser and member workshops at the 2010 FLC.  

 
Marketing Committee. The committee members meet twice a year to develop resources and 
activities to support the foundation. The 2010 SLC t-shirt sales raised $3,240. Committee 
members include Scott Grof, Brian Sparks, Kent Rauert, Nicole Sis, Kelly Norrie Sladek, Angela 
Schneider and Jeff Talkington as well as chapter advisers Pat Hinkle, Pat Olson, Dennis Krejci, 
Celeste Rogers, Billy Wilson, Patty Wolfe and Shawna Koger, Chairman. 
 
Statewide Fundraising Project Challenge. Please join in the foundation challenge to raise a 
minimum of $100 per chapter! First- through third-place recognition certificates will be given at 
the SLC for the chapters raising the most funds. Chapters participating in the statewide 
fundraising project for the foundation can count it as an activity for the Sweepstakes Award. 

 
Pledge. Your August Pledge newsletter is linked on the Nebraska FBLA website at www.nebraskafbla.org 
under the Chapters tab. Please share the location with your chapter members; you may want to print 
copies to share with your chapter officers. The Pledge recognizes the following in each issue: 
 Breaking the Mold: Nominate outstanding chapter members. Each chapter may submit one 

nominee per issue. 
 Bursting Boundaries: Submit chapter ideas featuring Foundation fundraising ideas for the 

December issue. 
 Dynamite Advisers: Nominate chapter advisers. 
 Success Stories: Send stories about outstanding chapter projects. 
 
The next Pledge deadline is November 1 and submissions should be emailed to Curtis Reynolds, State 
Reporter, at reporter@nebraskafbla.org. 
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New Advisory Council Members. Three new members were appointed to serve on the Nebraska FBLA 
Advisory Council with their terms expiring in 2013. Megan Pleak from Omaha was reappointed to serve a 
second 3-year term. Liz Shotkoski from Lincoln and Bonnie Kudron from Omaha were appointed to serve 
their first 3-year terms. Doug Kittle, Principal from Aurora High School, continues as chairman, and Pat 
Hinkle from Bellevue West, will serve as the Board of Directors’ liaison. The fall council meeting is set for 
September 24. 
 
Invite a State Officer to Speak. State officers are eager to bring greetings or give a 15-minute keynote 
presentation at your chapter meetings. Please contact the officers using the email addresses found on 
the Nebraska FBLA website. Remember that state officers providing their own transportation to your 
chapter’s activity should be reimbursed for their mileage at the rate established by your school district.  
 
Have an Exceptional Year! Nebraska FBLA has a strong history of success, and the state officers and I 
want to help your chapters succeed. Let’s get to work to break new barriers in membership, chapter 
projects, and leadership activities. Please read on for information about state projects and conferences. 

 
FBLA State Projects 

 
CSO’s Go Green. Chapters are invited to participate in the Career Student Organization (CSO) Go Green 
Challenge by completing 9 of 15 activities on the project form. The challenge implemented by Nebraska 
FBLA takes on a new look this year with all state CSOs participating. To encourage CSO collaboration on 
the projects, chapters conducting an activity with another CSO only need to complete 2 of the specially 
designated activities in each column. Chapters should submit the completed entry form with 
attachments to Jenna Woitaszewski, State Parliamentarian, by March 1. Those chapters completing the 
minimum requirements will be recognized with “Go Green” ribbons at the SLC. 
 
Nebraska March of Dimes. Danielle LeGrande from the March of Dimes will provide you with 
information for supporting our national partner. Chapters attending the FLC will receive a March of 
Dimes packet with fundraising ideas and educational materials. 
 
FBLA March of Dimes programs conducted in the past will continue. These include: 

 The Mission Triangle Excellence Award, presented to an outstanding chapter(s) at the SLC.  

 The Nebraska FBLA traveling fundraising plaque, presented at the SLC to the chapter raising the 
most funds for the March of Dimes. The state goal for this year is $18,000! 

 
Money Smart Week – November 8-14. Money Smart Week, a statewide project hosted by the Nebraska 
Financial Education Coalition, is again a state project for Nebraska FBLA. This project aligns with the FBLA 
state and national goals to encourage and practice efficient money management. To be involved in 
Money Smart Week, follow these steps: 

 Visit http://moneysmartnebraska.org where you will find more information.  

 If your chapter conducts a Money Smart Week activity, please click the Submit an Event link to 
register your event. Entries should be submitted by September 30. 

 Use the free promotional tools available to you from the website. 
We hope to have many FBLA chapters conduct financial literacy activities for Money Smart Week! 
 
Tally It Up! State Secretary Jessica Hansen looks forward to coordinating the total number of service 
hours Nebraska FBLA donates this school year. Please log your chapter’s community service hours from 
March 11, 2010 through March 10, 2011. The target goal for Nebraska FBLA is 42,000 hours, which 
equates to 8 service hours per member. Many of our members achieved that goal when they 
volunteered at the Special Olympics this summer! 

http://moneysmartnebraska.org/
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2010 Nebraska Fall Leadership Conference (FLC) 
FLC Registration Form: http://www.nebraskafbla.org/pdf/form-flc_registration.pdf 

FLC Workshop Descriptions: http://nebraskafbla.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/list-flc_workshops.pdf 
 

September 28 – Kearney Ramada Inn, 301 Second Avenue 
September 29 – Omaha CoCo Keys Water Resort Hotel & Convention Center, 72nd and Grover Streets 

 

Keynote Speaker – Aaron Davis 
 
Omaha Hotel Name Change. The Holiday Inn has undergone a name change. The hotel is now called the 
Coco Keys Water Resort Hotel & Convention Center. 
 
Registration. Each chapter may bring four members to the FLC in addition to the local chapter officers. 
The FLC registration form is found on the Nebraska FBLA website at the Conferences tab. The 
registration form should be postmarked by September 10 and sent with a check made payable to 
Nebraska FBLA for the registration fee of $25 per individual (members and advisers) to Grafton and 
Associates, 5935 South 56th Street, Lincoln, NE 68516. Also, submit the registration form electronically to 
Karen Kloch by using the “Submit” button on the form.  
 
Conference Schedule. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. (CDT) with the opening session starting at 9 a.m. 
The conference concludes at 2:30 p.m.  
 
Dress Code. The FLC dress code is business attire. Chapter officer uniforms of polo shirts and khaki slacks 
are also acceptable attire for this conference. Jeans/denims, mini-skirts, etc., are not acceptable attire. 
Refer to the Dress Code on page 3-3 of the Nebraska FBLA Handbook for complete details. 
 
Leadership Workshops. Aaron Davis, keynote speaker, leads members in the workshop, Leadership is 
SIMPLE, But It’s Not Always EASY! Afternoon workshops include feature presentations by Adams Central 
FBLA at the Kearney FLC and Osmond FBLA and Norfolk Lutheran High Northeast FBLA at the Omaha FLC. 
Also, Twin River FBLA will present a special March of Dimes session in Omaha. Check the complete 
workshop descriptions at: http://nebraskafbla.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/list-flc_workshops.pdf. 
 
Reminder: State Officer Candidate Qualifications. Candidates for state officer positions need to attend 
the Nebraska Fall Leadership Conference to meet the qualifications of running for a state office. 

 
2010 National Fall Leadership Conference (NFLC)  

Nebraska FBLA Registration Deadline – September 30 
 
Des Moines NFLC – November 5-6. Nebraska FBLA is heading east to Des Moines, Iowa, to experience 
one of three National Fall Leadership Conferences. Chapters in the eastern part of the state will want to 
take advantage of this short trip to a national conference! Nebraska FBLA will offer group travel for 
interested chapters under the direction of National Travel Systems (NTS).  
 
Nebraska will travel to Des Moines the morning of Friday, November 5, and return to Nebraska on 
Sunday, November 7. The deadline to register with NTS is Friday, September 30. Complete travel details 
and costs will be provided soon on the Nebraska FBLA website.  
 
Registration Procedures. The NFLC Conference Guide mailed to each active chapter in August has 
conference registration details. The early-bird conference registration fee for each member and adviser 
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is $60 and must be made online through the national website. The NFLC conference fee is paid 
separately from the travel and lodging reservations fee paid to National Travel Systems (NTS). 
 
NFLC Dress Code. The NFLC dress code is business attire. Dress for travel and touring on Friday is casual 
business attire. The Nebraska travel dress code for Sunday is casual attire. 

 
2011 State Leadership Conference (SLC) 

 
Hotel Registration. A new registration procedure will be used for SLC hotel reservations made at the CoCo 
Keys Water Resort Hotel & Convention Center (formerly Holiday Inn). Chapters that would like to stay at the 
CoCo Key Water Resort Hotel will email specific contact information to the hotel by October 13. (See letter 
on the website for complete details: http://nebraskafbla.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/letter-
2011CoCoKeyWPHCC.pdf) The hotel staff will compile a list of interested schools and conduct a lottery-style 
drawing to determine the order in which schools will be given an opportunity to make reservations. 
Participating schools will receive a scheduled reservation time by October 31. The hotel will then contact 
each school during the scheduled time slot on November 18 to make their reservations. 
 
New Competitive Events. Two new events and one modified event have been added to this year’s 
competitive events program. Digital Design and Promotion involves the design of a promotional piece 
based on the topic in the Handbook. Hospitality Management involves an objective test. The Marketing 
event has been modified to include a performance component along with the objective test. Complete 
information can be found in the Nebraska FBLA Handbook. 
 
With the addition of these events, Nebraska FBLA is now offering all but 1 of 60 national competitive 
events. (Nebraska did not adopt the new Health Care Administration event.) The competitive events 
program truly offers something for everyone! 
 
SLC T-shirt Design Competition. Encourage your students to submit their designs for the SLC T-shirt 
design competition! The design should be emailed in .jpg format to Pat Hinkle, Bellevue West FBLA, at 
patricia.hinkle@bpsne.net by December 1. 
 
T-shirt design competition guidelines include: 

 Design can be for either a front or back design or for both a front and back design 

 Design should be broad enough to include all Nebraska FBLA members 

 Design may or may not include the Nebraska FBLA state theme 

 Design should include the words, “SLC 2011” 

 Choose color of t-shirt 

 Choose color(s) of design 

 Any electronic software may be used to create the design. 
 
National Anthem Singer Audition. Your members are invited to audition to sing the National Anthem at 
the 2011 State Leadership Conference. Interested members should submit the application form from the 
Nebraska FBLA website along with an audition CD-R of their a cappella solo of the National Anthem by 
December 1 to Jan Went, Lakeview High School, 3744 – 83rd Street, Columbus, NE 68601. 
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2012 State Leadership Conference – 50th Anniversary 
 

50th Anniversary Theme Competition. Your members’ ideas are needed! The 2012 State Leadership 
Conference marks Nebraska FBLA’s 50th anniversary! To celebrate in style, a 50th anniversary theme 
competition is being held. Submit your theme ideas via email by December 1 to Bev Newton at 
bev.newton@nebraska.gov. The winner of the theme competition receives a free 2011 SLC registration. 
 
The Nebraska FBLA Board of Directors will select the winning theme with the winner being notified by 
February 1. Following this competition, members are invited to submit a logo design for the theme by 
May 10.  

 
National Association News 

 
Chapter Management Handbook (CMH) Updates. The updated pages for your Chapter Management 
Handbook were mailed to all active chapters in early August. If you are starting a chapter this year, you 
will receive your CMH after the charter or reactivation application has been submitted. 
 
Submit Dues Online. FBLA membership is submitted online through the national website at www.fbla-
pbl.org. State dues are $4 and national dues are $6 for a total of $10. After entering your membership 
online, you can print an invoice and mail your chapter’s membership dues to the national association. 
Full details for entering your chapter’s membership online and for paying dues is located on a blue 
handout that was included with your Chapter Management Handbook (CMH) pages mailed in August. 
 
Chapter News. Submit your chapter’s news and pictures to communications@fbla.org for inclusion on 
the national website (www.fbla-pbl.org) or for publication in Tomorrow’s Business Leader. 
 
Business Achievement Awards. Help your students to four levels of success by encouraging them to 
participate in the national Business Achievement Awards (BAAs). Chelsea Holt, Sandhills FBLA, received 
the America level this year—the highest award that can be achieved through this program. Check it out 
in the Recognition section of your CMH, pages 2-10. 
 
National Officer Positions Available. Members interested in serving as assistants to the national officers 
are invited to apply for positions on the Mountain Plains Executive Board or the National Treasurer’s 
Council or in a position as an assistant to the National President. Applications are due September 15 and 
can be accessed from the home page of the Nebraska FBLA website. http://nebraskafbla.org/. 
 
Outstanding Chapters. Please consider completing the activities for the national Outstanding Chapter 
award. Complete details are located in your CMH in the Recognition section, pages 11-13. 
 
Breaking Barriers. Let’s see how many barriers we can break for Nebraska FBLA! Here’s to a successful 
year! 
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